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» Schools

Lessons for
parents at

A primary school has
opened a new parents’ cen-
tre to equip them with the
skills to improve their chil-
dren’s education as well as
their own.

The detached centre at
The Primrose Hill Primary
School, Princess Road, will
offer the opportunity to
learn languages, maths and
English, along with classes
in parenting skills.

Headteacher Paul Camp-
bell said the venture was
part of the school’s “holis-
tic” approach to education.

He said: “We feel that par-
ents have a huge impact on
their children’s achieve-
ment and we want to do
more to maximise the po-
tential of their influence.”

He added: “Parents who
are learners have children
who are good learners.”

“We've identified a need,”
said Mr Campbell. “Some of
our parents won't have had
the chance to study first
time around so we're giving
them the opportunity they
never had.”

The centre is in a former
caretaker’s house, a listed
building, which the school
has wanted to bring into
use for some time.

DEVONSHIRE HOUSE
PREPARATORY SCHOOL
2 Arkwright Read, Hampstead, NW3 6AE
A co-educational TAPS Prep and Pre-Prep School for Children from 3 - 13

with its own

OAK TREE NURSERY

For children from 2% to 3%

OPEN MORNING

Wednesday, 25th January 2012

Tnitial entry is usaally imo the Ouk Tree Nursery at 24,
Pre Reception al age 3. or Reception a1 age 4.

There is o small intake at 7 and &+ into Years 3 and 4

and there are accassonally vacancies for other age groaps.

Academic / Music scholarships are available for children aged 7 or 8.
Closing date for 7/8+ Scholarship applications:
January 2ith, 2012

For more information contisct the Admissions” Secretary:

LYNDHURST
HOUSE
SCHOOL

TAPS Preparatory School for boys 4 o 13,
Muain entry at 4 plus and 7 plus,
other places subject o availability

A small, friendly school in a quiet Hampstead side street, with
its own playground. Lyndhurst provides first-rate all round
edication and a happy enviromment in which to grow.

OPEN MORNINGS
9.30 - 11am
October 19th 2011
February 8th 2012
Call 020 7435 4936

for further details or visit our website
wvew lymidhursthoese. o,k

Lyndhurst House School
24 Lyndhrg Gardens London NW3 SNW
ponig @ lynelbrsthonise. co.uk

= Acland Burghley headteacher Jo Armitage (centre, back row) with
colleagues and students. She says the whole community will benefit

2012 gymnast puts Village
students through paces

A rising Olympic gymnast
visited a sports-mad Belsize
Park girls’ school to
kickstart work to inspire
future stars.

World championships
bronze medal winner
Nicole Hibbert, 16, put
pupils at The Village School
through their paces on a
fitness circuit on October
12 and presented the school
with a plaque.

The school in Parkhill Road
has been accepted on to the
London 2012 education
programme because of its
commitment to sport.

Headteacher Carol Gay
said: “It was fascinating to
see Nicole in her GB
tracksuit and to hear her
talk about what it takes to

Ploneerlng autlsm centres unveiled

First two schools in Camden open facilities
to support pupils in mainstream classes

by Sarah Collings
igh.co.uk

Two pioneering autism
» centres have opened in

Kentish Town schools to
integrate pupils into main-
stream education.

Kentish Town Primary
School, in Islip Street, and
Acland Burghley School,
Burghley Road, have intro-
duced new facilities to sup-
port students with autism
spectrum  disorder (ASD)
within mainstream class-
room activities.

They will be the first two
schools in the borough to of-
fer this support.

In-house therapy and sen-
sory rooms have been pro-
vided, as well as the services
of specialist staff.

Previously students with
ASD had to travel outside the
borough for the majority of
their educational supports.

Calvin Henry, headteacher
of Kentish Town Primary
School, said: “This is inclu-
sion at its very best.

“These vulnerable chil-
dren are provided with a

become an Olympic
athlete.”

Pupils and parents were
“blown away™ as she leapt
into back flips from a
standstill.

She also coached the
children around a fitness
circuit and answered their
questions about her career
and training.

Pupils were amazed to see
her world championship
bronze medal and hear
about the sacrifices she
made for the sport.

Their own hard grind on
the fitness cireuit raised
more than £1,000 in
sponsorship, which will go
to support future
generations of Olympic
athletes.

high quality learning experi-
ence and environment that is
tailored to their individual
needs, balanced with being
educated alongside their
mainstream peers.”

The school can now accom-
modate two pupils with au-
tism per year group, up to a
total of 16. Six are already en-
rolled.

Other improvement works
include larger classrooms,

Vulnerable
children are
provided with
a high quality
learning
experience

Headteacher Calvin Henry
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Ilempu: gymnast Nicole Hibbert, right, presents head girl Saskia
Lewis with the plague to acknuvﬂet!ge The Village School's
involvement in the London 2012 education programme

improved acoustics, and the
incorporation of the nursery
into the main building.

A new drop-off area will
also be created for pupils
with autism and other
needs.

At Acland Burghley com-
prehensive, a refurbishment
has provided a separate re-
source base within the
grounds for up to 20 students.
Headteacher Jo Armitage
said: “We are confident that
this base will be a positive
development of our inclusive
ethos and add to our overall
skills and capacity, with ben-
efits for the whole communi-
v

It is thought the inclusive
teaching will encourage
greater understanding and
respect among pupils.

The Bishop of London, the
Rt Rev Richard Chartes, and
children’s author, Jane Ray,
opened the base at Kentish
Town Primary School on
Friday, October 14, while Ae-
land Burghley launched its
base on Wednesday, October
19

Speech therapists spread the word about transformlng Iwes

Speech therapists from
Camden travelled to
Parliament to spread the
message about how their
work is transforming lives.
Sophie Jankel, Hannah
Coles and Tricia Laing met
Glenda Jackson, MP for
Hampstead and Kilburn, as
part of the Giving Voice
campaign.

It promotes their work
helping a huge range of
people who have difficulty

eating, swallowing or
speaking.

Ms Jackson said: “I was
surprised to learn of the
huge variety of people that
speech and language
therapists work with - from
children with autism to
older people recovering
from strokes. It was
fascinating to hear how
speech and language
therapy is literally
transforming so many
people’s lives.”

M Glenda Jackson meets speech therapists, from left, Hannah Coles,
Sophie Jankel and Tricia Laing




